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Leadership sends petition to Rome for PJP approval
By DENNIS HORTON

More than two years in the drafting, documents to support the establishment of a ministerial
3XEOLF-XULGLF3HUVRQ 3-3 KDYHEHHQVHQWWRWKH9DWLFDQIRUDSSURYDORQEHKDOIRI1JÃ:KDHD
$WDZKDLR$RWHDURD6LVWHUVRI0HUF\1HZ=HDODQG7REHNQRZQDV:KÃQDX0HUF\0LQLVWULHV
the PJP will own and oversee ministries established and formally operated by the Congregation.
The petition was sent in October to the
Holy See by the Congregation’s Leadership
Team. “We are at an exciting stage now,”
Team member Raylene Dwyer told Karanga
Atawhai. “Thank you for capturing in print
a record of this time in our history.”
The documents were drafted by the
Sponsorship Committee and its three
working parties, relating to mission,
ƓQDQFLDODQGOHJDOLVVXHV7KHQH[WVWHS
in the process will see the selection
DQGDSSRLQWPHQWRIEHWZHHQƓYHDQG
QLQHWUXVWHHGLUHFWRUVZKRZLOOVHUYHRQ
WKHERDUGRI:KÃQDX0HUF\0LQLVWULHV
According to the board’s statutes,
a majority of these will be Catholics.
The trustee directors will be responsible in
FDQRQ FKXUFK DQGFLYLOODZIRUWKH3-3DQG
its ministries. Their primary task will be to
ensure that the new entity is faithful to the
FDOORIWKH*RVSHOWKURXJK0HUF\PLVVLRQ

7KH/HDGHUVKLS7HDPRI1JÃ:KDHD$WDZKDLR$RWHDURD6LVWHUVRI0HUF\
1HZ=HDODQG7LQD9DHDWDQJLWDX6XH)UDQFH &RQJUHJDWLRQOHDGHU 5D\OHQH'Z\HU
0DU\:RRGDQG-XGLWK0RURQH\PHHWWRSURRIUHDGWKHLUSHWLWLRQWRWKH+RO\6HH
VHHNLQJDSSURYDOIRUWKHLUHVWDEOLVKPHQWRIDPLQLVWHULDO3-3

Preparing for our PJP: some milestones on the way
By DENNIS HORTON

$WƓUVWJODQFHLWPLJKWVHHPMXVWDWLPHO\+5UHVSRQVHƓQGLQJQHZFRPHUVWRƓOOWKHJDSVLQ
0HUF\ōVPLQLVWULHVOHIWZKHQUHOLJLRXVFDQQRWƓOOWKHP%XWWKHUHDUHPXFKGHHSHUDQGULFKHUUHDVRQV
IRUWKHGHFLVLRQE\1JÃ:KDHD$WDZKDLR$RWHDURD6LVWHUVRI0HUF\1HZ=HDODQGWRHQWUXVWWKHLU
healthcare, education and community service ventures to a ministerial PJP.
The new canonical entity, which the Congregation
KRSHVZLOOEHDSSURYHGE\WKH+RO\6HHLQWKHFRPLQJ
PRQWKVZLOORZQDQGRYHUVHHDUDIWRIDURXQGDGR]HQ
PDMRUPLQLVWULHVHVWDEOLVKHGE\WKH6LVWHUVRI0HUF\RYHU
the past century and a half. The process of welcoming
lay women and men to leadership roles has been an
HYROYLQJRQHDVVLVWHUVKDYHGLVFHUQHGWKHQHHGIRU
QHZOHYHOVRIHQHUJ\DQGH[SHUWLVHWRVHHWKHVHZRUNV
of mercy sustained and carried into the future.
$JURXQGEUHDNLQJPRYHFDPHLQWKHVDQGŌV
ZKHQPRVW0HUF\HGXFDWLRQDQGKHDOWKFDUHPLQLVWULHV
became incorporated limited-liability companies, each
ZLWKDSURSULHWRUōVERDUGWRSURYLGHJRYHUQDQFHDQG
ƓQDQFLDOLQGHSHQGHQFH7KHERDUGVLQFOXGHGDWOHDVW

RQH6LVWHURI0HUF\DVDSDUWLFLSDWLQJPHPEHUDQGZHUH
ultimately responsible to the Congregation’s Leadership;
the board brought a measure of autonomy which has
EHHQYLWDOWRWKHLUJURZWKDQGVXFFHVV
The path to incorporation coincided with the aftermath
of the Second Vatican Council, an international gathering
RI&DWKROLFELVKRSVZKLFKFDOOHGIRUJUHDWHULQYROYHPHQW
of lay men and women in the life and mission of the
church. The same council also called on members of
UHOLJLRXV&RQJUHJDWLRQVWRUHGLVFRYHUWKHLUIRXQGLQJ
FKDULVPRUVSLULWDVDZD\WRUHQHZWKHLUYLVLRQIRU
the future.
*continued overleaf

PJP – a missionary option for Catholic lay people
*from front page

&DWKHULQH0F$XOH\ZKRVSHQWRIKHU\HDUVDV
DOD\ZRPDQKDGQHYHULQWHQGHGWRIRUPDUHOLJLRXV
Congregation and did so only when it became clear that
WKLVZDVWKHRSWLRQLIKHUYLVLRQRIEULQJLQJ*RGōVPHUF\
to the world was to become a reality. She knew enough
WRUHDOLVHWKDWWKLVFRXOGRQO\EHDFKLHYHGE\EHLQJFORVH
to the world’s poor and suffering; the community she
IRUPHGVRRQEHFDPHNQRZQDVWKHŌ0F$XOH\ZDONLQJ
VLVWHUVōZKRZRXOGƓQG&KULVWQRWLQDFORLVWHUEXWLQ
Dublin’s streets.

:RUOGZKHUH*RGDQGKXPDQLW\PHHW
7KHYLVLRQRI9DWLFDQ,,ZDVDOVRRIDZRUOGZLWK*RGDWLWV
KHDUWWKHMR\VDQGWKHKRSHVRIWKHDJHŌHVSHFLDOO\WKRVH
ZKRDUHSRRURULQDQ\ZD\DIŴLFWHGōDUHDOVRWKHMR\VDQG
hopes of the followers of Christ, declared the constitution
RQ7KH&KXUFKLQWKH0RGHUQ:RUOGŌ,QGHHGQRWKLQJ
genuinely human fails to raise an echo in their hearts.’
&DWKHULQH0F$XOH\ZDVDQWLFLSDWLQJWKLVJUHDWWKHRORJLFDO
insight in recognising the world as the point where the
mercy of God and humanity were most likely to meet.
As more lay people assumed responsibility as board
PHPEHUVPDQDJHUVDQGVWDII6LVWHUVRI0HUF\
UHFRJQLVHGWKHQHHGWRSURYLGHWKHPZLWKPLVVLRQ
IRUPDWLRQ7RƓOOWKHLUUROHVXFFHVVIXOO\QHZFRPHUVZRXOG
QHHGWRKHDU0HUF\ōVVWRU\WRXQGHUVWDQGZK\WKHVLVWHUV
had established a particular ministry, the ethos which
GURYHWKHLUGHFLVLRQWRIRXQGLWDQGWKHYLVLRQZKLFK
DFFRXQWHGIRUWKHLULQYROYHPHQWRYHUPDQ\\HDUV
0LVVLRQIRUPDWLRQSOD\HGDFULWLFDOUROHLQWKLVSURFHVV
with programmes of induction and ongoing formation
IRUOD\SHRSOHZKRMRLQHG0HUF\DVSDUWQHUVLQPLQLVWU\
The broad-based programmes told the story of Catherine
DQGWKH0HUF\IRXQGHUVZKRFDPHWR1HZ=HDODQG
RXWOLQHGWKHFRUHYDOXHVRIHDFKPLQLVWU\DQGWKH
priorities which brought the Congregation to this
FRXQWU\DQGLQVSLUHGLWVPHPEHUVWRVHUYHLQD
GLVWLQFWLYHO\0HUF\ZD\

ZKRVHUYHLQWKHP7KHGHJUDGDWLRQRI(DUWKMRLQVWKH
displacement of people as twin causes for people of
mercy in our day; there is a realisation that the cry of the
poor and the cry of Earth are one.
2XU0HUF\FXOWXUHLVRQHRIPDQDDNLWDQJD KRVSLWDOLW\ 
and inclusion, of reaching out to ensure that no one
LVH[FOXGHGRUOHIWEHKLQG6LVWHUVRI0HUF\LQ
1HZ=HDODQGKDYHQHYHUIRUJRWWHQWKDWWKHRULJLQDO
NDUDQJDRUFDOOZKLFKEURXJKWWKHPKHUHZDVDQLQYLWDWLRQ
IURPZÃKLQH0ÃRULWRFRPHIURP,UHODQGWRVKDUHWKHLUOLIH
DQGZLVGRP7KHLUELFXOWXUDOMRXUQH\UHPDLQVDYLWDOSDUW
RIWKH&RQJUHJDWLRQōVVWRU\Ō,WLVLQOLYLQJRXWWKHPLVVLRQ
RIRXUEDSWLVPDQGWKHFKDULVPRI0HUF\LQ$RWHDURD
1HZ=HDODQGWKDWZHFRPPLWRXUVHOYHVWRKRQRXU
Te Tiriti o Waitangi,’ says the preface of its Constitutions.

Creating new structures for mission
Commitment to Te Tiriti continues to be an essential
LQJUHGLHQWLQHYHU\0HUF\PLQLVWU\'LDORJXHZLWKWDQJDWD
ZKHQXD SHRSOHRIWKHODQGŊRXUƓUVWQDWLRQSHRSOH 
to clarify where hearts can meet to face long-standing
inequalities and create new structures of justice will be
NH\DVSHFWVRI0HUF\ōVIXWXUHPLVVLRQ
,Q6LVWHUVRI0HUF\ZHUHWKHƓUVW&DWKROLFZRPHQ
UHOLJLRXVWRUHDFK1HZ=HDODQG7KH\ZHUHSLRQHHUVLQ
education and healthcare, establishing schools, hospitals
DQGFRPPXQLW\GHYHORSPHQWLQLWLDWLYHVDVSDUWRIWKH
church’s mission. Today, the same Congregation is
RQFHPRUHEUHDNLQJQHZJURXQGSDYLQJWKHZD\IRU
1HZ=HDODQGōVƓUVWPLQLVWHULDO3-3LQZKLFKOD\&DWKROLFV
will lead church ministries for teaching, healing and
FUHDWLQJQHWZRUNVRIFDUH:KÃQDX0HUF\0LQLVWULHVZLOO
JRDORQJZD\WREHFRPLQJZKDW3RSH)UDQFLVGHVFULEHG
LQKLVH[KRUWDWLRQ7KH-R\RIWKH*RVSHODVDŌPLVVLRQDU\
RSWLRQōDQHZFKXUFKVWUXFWXUHLQ$RWHDURD1HZ=HDODQG
WKDWKDVWKHPLVVLRQRI*RGDVLWVƓUVWJRDO

7KHLQWHJUDWLRQLQWKHODWHVRI&DWKROLFVFKRROVLQWR
1HZ=HDODQGōV6WDWHHGXFDWLRQV\VWHPE\ZKLFKWKH
VDODU\RIOD\WHDFKHUVZDVSDLGE\*RYHUQPHQWEXWWKH
&RQJUHJDWLRQUHPDLQHGWKHRZQHURI0HUF\FROOHJHV
was a milestone in this unfolding story. The partnership
between church and state enabled Catholic parents to
ensure a religious education for their children, without
EHLQJIDFHGE\WKHH[SHQVLYHIHHVRISULYDWHVFKRROLQJ
The determination of state authorities to recognise and
XSKROGWKHŌVSHFLDOFKDUDFWHUōRIHDFK&DWKROLFVFKRRO
to see this character written into the school’s charter and
to track its pursuit, has been a major factor in the success
of the integration process.
3DUWRIWKHOLYLQJOHJDF\RIWKH6LVWHUVRI0HUF\LVWKHLU
VSLULWXDOLW\RIDQHYROYLQJFUHDWLRQDOORZLQJ*RGWREH
VHHQLQWKHHYHQWVRIDQXQIROGLQJDQGXQƓQLVKHGIXWXUH
$WDWLPHZKHQFDUHIRUWKHHQYLURQPHQWKDVEHFRPHD
matter of urgency for all people of faith, a commitment
WR3DSDWĨÃQXNXDQGWROLIHIRUPVIDFLQJH[WLQFWLRQKDV
EHFRPHDNH\IRFXVIRU0HUF\ōVPLQLVWULHVDQGWKRVH

Whanaunga Mercy: depicting the unity and diversity of roles within
Whānau Mercy.
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