
Leadership sends petition to Rome for PJP approval

Preparing for our PJP: some milestones on the way

More than two years in the drafting, documents to support the establishment of a ministerial 

the PJP will own and oversee ministries established and formally operated by the Congregation.

healthcare, education and community service ventures to a ministerial PJP.
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The petition was sent in October to the 
Holy See by the Congregation’s Leadership 
Team. “We are at an exciting stage now,” 
Team member Raylene Dwyer told Karanga 
Atawhai. “Thank you for capturing in print 
a record of this time in our history.”
The documents were drafted by the 
Sponsorship Committee and its three 
working parties, relating to mission, 

in the process will see the selection 

According to the board’s statutes, 
a majority of these will be Catholics. 
The trustee directors will be responsible in 

its ministries. Their primary task will be to 
ensure that the new entity is faithful to the 

The new canonical entity, which the Congregation 

the past century and a half. The process of welcoming 
lay women and men to leadership roles has been an 

of mercy sustained and carried into the future.

became incorporated limited-liability companies, each 

ultimately responsible to the Congregation’s Leadership; 
the board brought a measure of autonomy which has 

The path to incorporation coincided with the aftermath 
of the Second Vatican Council, an international gathering 

of lay men and women in the life and mission of the 
church. The same council also called on members of 

the future. 
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Congregation and did so only when it became clear that

to the world was to become a reality. She knew enough

to the world’s poor and suffering; the community she

Dublin’s streets.

hopes of the followers of Christ, declared the constitution

genuinely human fails to raise an echo in their hearts.’

insight in recognising the world as the point where the
mercy of God and humanity were most likely to meet.
As more lay people assumed responsibility as board

had established a particular ministry, the ethos which

with programmes of induction and ongoing formation

The broad-based programmes told the story of Catherine

priorities which brought the Congregation to this

was a milestone in this unfolding story. The partnership
between church and state enabled Catholic parents to
ensure a religious education for their children, without

The determination of state authorities to recognise and

to see this character written into the school’s charter and
to track its pursuit, has been a major factor in the success
of the integration process.

matter of urgency for all people of faith, a commitment

displacement of people as twin causes for people of 
mercy in our day; there is a realisation that the cry of the 
poor and the cry of Earth are one. 

and inclusion, of reaching out to ensure that no one  

Te Tiriti o Waitangi,’ says the preface of its Constitutions. 

Creating new structures for mission
Commitment to Te Tiriti continues to be an essential 

to clarify where hearts can meet to face long-standing 
inequalities and create new structures of justice will be 

education and healthcare, establishing schools, hospitals 

church’s mission. Today, the same Congregation is  

will lead church ministries for teaching, healing and 

Whanaunga Mercy: depicting the unity and diversity of roles within 
Whānau Mercy.

Graphic by Charmaine Love for Tiaki Manatū,  printed with 
permission.


